Bios and Contact Information for Experts

For questions about the purpose of this report and the Women’s Fund of Mississippi, contact:

Carol Penick

Executive Director

Women’s Fund of Mississippi

Carol Penick assumed the leadership of the Women’s Fund of Mississippi in May of 2007 and presently serves
as its first executive director. Before her involvement with the Women’s Fund, Carol served as the director of
development for Lutheran Episcopal Services in Mississippi and the director of development at the Mississippi
Museum of Art. Carol currently serves on the board of the Millsaps Arts & Lectures series and volunteers at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral and the Mississippi Museum of Art where she is a member of Gallery Guild.

Carol was raised in Montgomery, Alabama, graduated from Meredith College in Raleigh, North Carolina, and
has lived in Mississippi for twenty years. Carol and George have two adult children.

Direct: 601-326-0701
carol@womensfundms.org
www.womensfundms.org

For questions about the solutions/best practices and advocacy and grantmaking initiatives of the Women’s
Fund, contact:

Jamie Holcomb

Director of Programs

Women’s Fund of Mississippi

Jamie Holcomb is the Director of Programs for the Women'’s Fund of Mississippi. In this capacity she oversees
the grantmaking and advocacy initiatives of the Fund. Before joining the Women’s Fund she worked as a
Presidential Management Fellow at the United States Department of Health and Human Services in
Washington, DC. While in graduate school, she served as an intern at the National Governors Association’s
Center for Best Practices. Jamie earned a B.A. from Millsaps College and a Masters of Public Policy from Johns
Hopkins University (Baltimore, MD).

Direct: 601-326-0701 or 205-531-4026 (cell)
jamie@womensfundms.org

www.womensfundms.org

For questions about the methodology and economic data analysis, contact:

Sarah Welker

Policy Analyst

Mississippi Economic Policy Center

Sarah Welker is a Policy Analyst with the Mississippi Economic Policy Center. Welker focuses her efforts within
MEPC’s Income and Working Families issue area. Accordingly, she researches and monitors policies that
impact Mississippi’s low-income and working families; conducts outreach and training on issues related to self-
sufficiency and economic stability of families; and researches best practices for adult education,
postsecondary persistence, and workforce training. Before coming to the Center, Welker served as the Data
Analyst for KIPP Delta Public Schools in Helena, AR. She holds a B.A. from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill where she graduated summa cum laude with degrees in both Economics and Public Policy Analysis.



Direct: 601.944.9193
swelker@hope-ec.org
www.mepconline.org

For questions about evidence-based sex education in Mississippi schools, contact:

Rachel Canter
Executive Director
Mississippi First

Rachel is the Executive Director of Mississippi First. Canter holds a B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania
and a M.P.P. from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. She is a native of Starkville. Her previous work
experience includes: the Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service; Teach For America—Mississippi Delta
Corps; Chicago Public Schools; The Education Trust; and the Mississippi Governor's Office.

Direct: 601-862-3418
rachel@mississippifirst.org
www.mississippifirst.org

For questions about why it’s important for a sex education curriculum to be evidence-based and medically
accurate, contact:

Warren Jones, MD, FAAFP
Distinguished Professor of Health Policy
Executive Director, Mississippi Institute for Geographic Minority Health/DRI

Warren Jones is a family physician and retired Captain in the U.S. Navy, and is the founding Executive Director
of the Mississippi Institute for the Improvement of Geographical Minority Health Disparities at the University
of Mississippi Medical Center. He is a Professor of Family Medicine and a Distinguished Professor of Health
Policy and Senior Health Policy Advisor. Jones is an assistant clinical professor of Family Medicine at Howard
University School of Medicine in Washington, D.C.

Direct: 601-815-9000
wjones@umc.edu




