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Survey Methodology

Conducted by Mississippi State University’s 
Social Science Research Center
Surveyed 3600 parents/guardians of public 
school students in Mississippi

Conducted September – October 2011
Representative sample statewide
Results representative by public health district

Sampling error of ±3.5% with a 95% confidence 
interval



Is sex-related education taught 
in your school district?

Yes
35%

No
38%

Don't 
Know/Not Sure

27%
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Yes
92%

No
6% Don't Know/Not 

Sure
2%
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In your opinion, should sex-related education be 
taught in the Mississippi public school system, at 
an age-appropriate grade level?



In your opinion, should sex-related education be 
taught in the Mississippi public school system, at 
an age-appropriate grade level?  If no, why?

Yes
92%

Don't Know/Not Sure
2%

It's inappropriate
0.4%

Should be taught 
by parents

5%

Will encourage teens to 
have sex

0.2%

My children don't need it
0.1%

Other
0.1%

No
6%
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Variation 
by Public 
Health 
District
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Variations by Demographic Characteristics
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*

*Statistically significant p<0.001



At what grade level do you think that sex-
related education should first be taught?
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64.8%



Do you support these topics 
being taught in school?

HIV, AIDS, & other STD's
What to do if someone is raped or sexually assaulted

Benefits of abstaining from sexual activity
Remaining abstinent until marriage

Date rape
Talking with parents about sex & relationships

Talking with girlfriend or boyfriend about not having sex
Dealing with peer pressure to have sex

Basics of reproduction
Getting tested for HIV, AIDS, or other STD

Birth control methods
Talking with girlfriend or boyfriend about STD's

Talking with girlfriend or boyfriend about birth control
Where to obtain birth control products

Using a condom (classroom demonstration)

Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose Somewhat support Strongly support
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Variation 
by Public 
Health 
District
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Variation 
by Public 
Health 
District
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On a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being LEAST important and 5 
being MOST important, who do you think should determine 
the material to be taught in sex-related education class?

0 1 2 3 4 5

Public Health Professionals

School Health Councils

Parents

Principals & Teachers

School Boards

Religious Leaders

Students

Politicians
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Least important                                                                     Most important



Yes
61%

No
34%

Don't Know/Not 
Sure
5%
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Do you support students being separated by 
gender during sex-related education classes?



Variation 
by Public 
Health 
District
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Parents should 
have to sign a 
form for their 

child to 
participate

61%

Children should be 
automatically 

enrolled unless the 
parent provides a 
written request not 

to participate
34%

Don't Know/Not 
Sure
5%

“Opt In”
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In your opinion, how should student participation in 
sex-related education be determined?

“Opt Out”



Key Findings
Parents overwhelmingly support sex-related education 
being taught in public schools at an age-appropriate 
grade level.
The majority of parents think sex-related education 
should begin in middle school.
Parents support a comprehensive curriculum.
Parents think public health professionals should have the 
most influence in determining the content of the 
curriculum.
Parents support separating classes by gender and 
requiring parental permission for participation.
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Research Team

Colleen McKee, MS
Linda H. Southward, PhD
Meghan Dunaway, BFA
Troy Blanchard, PhD
Ben Walker, BA
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Full Report

Available on web site 
at mshealthpolicy.com
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Issue Brief

Available at the 
Summit and on-line at 
mshealthpolicy.com
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Therese Hanna, MHS
Executive Director
Center for Mississippi Health Policy
120 North Congress Street, Suite 700
Jackson, MS 39201
601-709-2133
www.mshealthpolicy.com

Contact Information
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